
Westlaw UK 

Legislation 
Quick Reference 

Guide 

Inner Temple Library 



Coverage 

 Full text of  UK Public General Acts 1267 onwards including pre- and post- 
devolution Scottish legislation 

 Full text of  Statutory Instruments 1948 onwards  

 Local Acts - 1990 onwards and selected Local Acts 1980-1989 and  1930-1939 
(based on legislation in force 1991 and all subsequent Acts and SIs) 

Methods of  Searching 
 
There are two main ways of  searching for legislation. 
 
1. Legislation Database 
 
From the Welcome page, select the Legislation link at the top of  the screen. Here 
you can search for a word or phrase in the Free Text box (see later section on 
Search Language). You can also enter the title of  the Act/SI in the Title box and if  
you require a specific section/part etc. you can specify this in the Provision section. 
Click Search. 
 
Please note that by using this search option you will search the current version of  
the legislation. To search historic or prospective versions of  legislation use Advanced 
Search. 



2. Advanced Search 
 

This option allows you to search current legislation, historic or prospective law or 
point in time versions. For Acts historic versions go back to 1991; for SIs historic 
versions go back to 1968. 
 
Enter your search terms in the Free Text or Act/SI Title box. Under Select  
leave the setting at Law in Force if  you require current legislation. Click on 
Search. If  you require historic, prospective or point of  time versions, make your 
selection from the options available. Click on Search. 

Browsing Legislation 
 
From the Legislation database you can browse legislation by year, by title or by 
jurisdiction (either UK or Scottish Parliament). By selecting your preferred choice 
you will obtain a chronological or alphabetical index. Select from these and then 
continue to drill down until you find your item. Click on the link. The item will 
appear with an Arrangement of  an Act/SI document with further options to 
view Overview Document or General Materials. For an explanation of  these 
document categories see the following pages. 



Legislation Documents 
 
There are five types of  legislation document available. 
 
1.  Arrangement of  Acts/SI Document 
 
If  you search in the Title field for an Act or SI, you will retrieve an 
Arrangement of  Act/SI document. This is like a contents page and you can 
link directly to any section from this. If  a provision has been repealed or 
revoked, this will be indicated in the Arrangement of  Act/SI document. 

2.  Full Text Document 
 
Find the section of  the Act/SI you need by using the search box in the 
Legislation database. Click on the link to your section. The full text will then 
appear. There are links to other sections and legislation cited within the full text. 
You can move to Previous Provision or Next Provision by using the links 
above the legislation title. 



3.  Legislation Analysis Document 
 
There is a Legislation Analysis link in the left hand menu. This gives 
information on specific sections and paragraphs and includes: table of  
amendments, commencement, extent, related legislation and SIs enabled by the 
provision and cases and journal articles that cite the provision. 

4.  Overview Document 
 
The left hand menu also has an Overview Document link which contains 
information about the Act/SI as a whole. This includes: prospective amendments, 
commencement of  all provisions, all non-textual amendments, definitions, a 
citator of  all textual amendments, EU legislation implemented by the Act/SI, all 
SIs made under the Act and, for SIs, information on the enabling Act. 



5.  General Materials 
 
This will appear in the left hand menu. The General Materials document gives 
analytical information about the Act/SI as a whole and about Parts, Chapters and 
Schedules which do not have a Legislation Analysis document. It contains 
information about modifications, the enabling legislation, any EU law 
implemented, related legislation, cases and journal articles that cite the Act/SI, 
part or Schedule etc. 



PDF of  complete Act/SI 
 
It is possible to obtain a PDF of  a whole Act or SI. The option for this is at the 
top right hand of  the screen alongside the options to print or email.  

 
 

It is not advisable to print the PDF if  it is very large as this will cause problems 
for other users attempting to send material to the Enquiry Point printer. If  the 
PDF is very large you should use the email option. 
 
Printing 
 
Select the legislation you require. Click on the Print icon on the right of  the 
screen. 
 
Select the output option you require. Click on Submit. 
 
You will be shown a print dialogue box. Click on Print. 
 
Printing can be collected at the Enquiry Point and costs 10 pence per page. 
 
Emailing 
 
Select the legislation or information you require and select the Email icon on the 
right of  the screen. 
  
Enter your email address in the To box. Add a subject or message as appropriate. 
Select Word or PDF format and preferred output option. Click on Send. 



Search Language 
 
AND 
Use AND to retrieve two or more search terms occurring within the same 
document  
e.g.  “maternity leave” and discrimination 
 
OR 
Use OR to retrieve either search term or both 
e.g. “paternity leave” or “maternity leave” 
 
“Quotation Marks” 
Use quotation marks around your search terms to find an exact phrase 
e.g. “financial services and markets Act 2000” 
 
! 
To retrieve words with variant endings, use the root expander ! 
e.g.  employ! will retrieve employ, employee, employer etc. 
 
 
For more information on search operators select 
Terms & Connectors at Home>>Legislation 
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