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About the Display 
 

Books with classical connections have long been a significant 
part of  the Inner Temple Library. The Library’s collection 
includes copies of  texts written in the ancient world, a rich 
range of  reference sources, Latin language resources and a 
Roman Law collection.  
  
This display explores the resources in the collection today, 
highlighting some of  our authoritative reference materials, 
bringing to light some of  the Library’s non-law material, and 
displaying some of  the most treasured rare materials held by the 
Inn. 
  
The material featured in this display covers the whole date range 
of  the Inner Temple Library’s holdings, from what is believed to 
be our earliest item, the 12th-century  illuminated manuscript of  
Macrobius, to the texts of  the Loeb Classical Library, new 
editions of  which continue to be published regularly. 
  
Non-Law Loans 
 

Some of  the material featured in this display forms part of  our 
non-law collection. Non-law books may be borrowed by Inner 
Temple barristers and students based in London and by Inner 
Temple tenants. The loan period is 3 weeks. Please see the 
catalogue for full listings and see the display in the centre of  
Room A for details about the scheme.  
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Macrobius 
 
This finely illuminated manuscript of  the 
mid-12th century is believed to be the oldest 
manuscript in the Inn’s possession. 
 
The work is a commentary on Somnium 
Scipionis (The Dream of  Scipio) from book 
VI of  Cicero’s De Republica.  

The whole works of  Homer, prince of  poetts 
in his Iliads, and Odysses, trans G. 

Chapman, 1616. 

Macrobius: Petyt MS 511 vol. 10 

Plutarch’s Lives, trans. T. 
North, 1595 
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