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Race Relations Act 1965 
2015 is the 50th anniversary 

of  the Race Relations Act 

1965, which was the first 

legislation to outlaw racial 

discrimination in public places 

in the UK. 

 

T h e  A c t  o u t l a w e d 

discrimination “on the 

"grounds of  colour, race, or 

ethnic or national origins” in 

public places, but did not 

make racial discrimination as such a criminal offence. The 

Race Relations Board was set up to consider any 

complaint of  discrimination. It could refer persistent 

discrimination to the Attorney General (or to the Lord 

Advocate in Scotland) who could then apply for a court 

injunction.  

 

It was superseded by further Race Relations Acts in 1968, 

1976 and an Amendment Act in 2000, before the Equality 

Act 2010 superseded and consolidated these and other 

discrimination legislation. 

 

The Act received criticism at the time for being too weak, 

but is of  historical importance as the legislation that 

instigated the drive towards greater equality in the UK. 
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