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3Fa£e.yaewe andthe Law

T playwright, poet and actor, William ‘Shakespeare
is considered by many to be the greatest English auther and the
Jeading dramatist of the Ffizabethan theatre. JThe 450tk
anniversary of kis birth fulls in Fprif 2014, sc it is an epportune
time to celebrate his fife and works, among whick are 38 attributed
Jafdy&, 154 sonnets, and three narrative poems, whick are stilf

fovez[anfre:gufar/jfe%metf

W hat may be Jess well known are the finks between ?S/fm@gaeare
and the Jaw. ggference& to the Jaw, faWyerJ, and fejaf maxims
occur ﬁeyuent(y in his works, to such an extent and with such
accuracy that some scholars believe that he was a student OJC the
Jaw at the Inns of Gourt, or even that the works attributed to fitm

were written b:}/ me s Inn member Francis Dacon.

The Jnner Temple Library holds many tiths by or about
‘Sfiakespeare, including several which consider the finks between
Shiakespeare and the Jaw and which were kighlighted in a display
in the Library in Fprif 2014.
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Selected .Ieja[ Zggwtatz'tm.s
from 3fa£e.§pewe

‘The justice,

In foair round belly, with good capen fined;

Witk eyes severe, and beard <>JC ﬁrmaf cut,

Tulr OJC wise saws and modern instances.

(s You Like It

“tays it still with Jawyers in the vacation:

For t/fey sleep between term and term,
Fnd then they perceive not how time moves. :

(s You Like It
‘The rusty curb of‘ ofd” fat/fer antic the faw !

(FHonry IV Frs)

"§7Z‘e ﬁr&t tﬂnj we do, Jet J k‘z'ff all the fd‘W}/GT&. .

(FHonry VoI Fea)



lfWFen Jaw can do no mjﬁt,

Let it be faujpuf, that Jaw bar no wrong: ...

Since faw z't&e[f 7S Joerféct wrong,
%W’ can the Jaw férﬁz’cf my tongue to curse 77

Kz’ryjfn)
mgee frow yon :]'thice raifs upon yon 'm'mfk tﬁ?ef‘
‘C?thje Jafaceos :and Fanclj/—c[ancft}/, which is the J’uo“tz'ce,
Whick'is the thief 7"

Kt’nj Iear)

lfven—/f anc[éc[ju&tz’ce .

( ﬂ;ciet/f )

“Good counsellors Jack no clients.”

( :/‘Z:amre ﬁr az:amre )

‘The Jaw Fath not been dead, tﬁoujﬁ it hath ercjat;
Those many fiad not dared to do that evi/,
55? the ﬁr&t man, that did the edict z'nﬁz'nje,

Had answer dfor his doed:”

@Za&ure  for I e )



Hm must not mm@ a scare-crow' OJC the Jaw,

Cﬂjettz'nj it up to féar the birds OJC rey,
%nt[ Jet 7t /€66Jo one J/;cgoe, tilf custom make it

»”

Their Joerc/; and not their terror.
( ﬁ:amre ﬁr mz:amre)

‘The J'ui:}/, Jpassing on the  prisoner s fz'fé,

azc;}/, in the sworn twelve, have a t/ﬁ'gf or two

<g.%uz'ftz'er than him t/edee}/ try: What s opern made to justice,

Jhe atj&tz’ce SETZES. WF at knows the laws,

“

( %a.mre fér mz:a.mre)

c%i Jaw, what Jafea so tatnted and corrupt,

y/fat thieves do pass on to thieves 7

Eut, 5ez'nj season d with a jracz'oua* vozce,
Oscures the show ojp evi/7”

( ﬁerch‘ant <3f Poenice )



lycﬁaye you b:}/ the Jaw,

Whereof you are a well-deserving pillar.”
( Heorchant of Poenice )
TRk hiangs in the net, fike apoor man s right
in the Jaw; twill kardly come out.
(Poriclos)
Dol ey ersarios dosr faw,
Strive mightily, but eat and drink as friends.
(Taming of the Shrew,)
ﬂfz@/ is the virtue of the Jaw,
Fnd none but tyrants use it cruelly. :
(Timon of Ftshens)
“Grack the fawyer s voice,
Jhat ke may never more false title plead;
Nor sound fis quillets shrilly.”

ﬁz'mn ?]" :;%t/fén.s‘)
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