Coverage


Full text of The Law Reports 1865 onwards and other series of reports
including: Weekly Law Reports 1953 onwards; Criminal Appeal Reports
1967 onwards; Fleet Street Reports 1966 onwards



Full text of many Sweet & Maxwell / Thomson law reports



Official archive of transcripts dating back to 1967

Methods of Searching
There are three main ways of searching for cases.
1.

Westlaw Front Page

Search Westlaw UK - this is a free text option where you can enter either a
case name or subject terms in the search box. When entering names of
parties you do not need to use “v” or “and".
Deselect all other material types apart from cases. Click Search.

2.

Cases Database

This is the simplest way of searching for a case if the party names are known or
if you have a citation (either neutral or for a series of law reports Westlaw
contains). Select the Cases tab from the top of the screen. Enter a case name,
citation or free text terms in the appropriate box. You can also use the Term
Defined box to find cases that define a particular term. Click Search.

3.

Advanced Search

Here you can enter additional information to refine your search, such as a court,
judge or date restriction.

Browsing
In the Cases Database you can browse by selecting the Law Reports and
Transcripts or Case Analysis documents and then clicking on the title you wish to
browse. By selecting a year or volume number you will see the contents of that
year or volume, with links to the full text or summary as applicable.

Search Results
Results are displayed in date order with the most recent first. You can alter the
arrangement to display by relevance by clicking the Sort by Relevance link on the
top right of the screen. For each hit you have the option of selecting Case
Analysis or Full Text of a law report or official transcript.

Note that there may be status icons next to a result. These indicate the status of
the case i.e. if it is on appeal or if it has been overruled.

Case Analysis
The Case Analysis documents include the following information (where
applicable)











Where Reported
Case Digest
Appellate History & Status
Related Cases
Significant Cases Cited
All Cases Cited
Key Cases Citing
Significant Legislation Cited
Journal Articles
Books - references to the case in Sweet & Maxwell’s textbooks

There are also options to view information about the case in tabular form or to
view its history in graphical form.

Printing
Select the case you want to print. The full text will appear in a new window.
Click on the Delivery icon  on the top right of the screen and then select Print.
If you want to print several cases at once, tick the cases you require.
Click on the Print icon.
Select either Print list of search results or Print full text documents.
Select the Output Option you require. Click on Submit.
You will be shown a print dialogue box. Click on Print.
Printing can be collected at the Enquiry Point and costs 10 pence per page.

Emailing
Select the case you want to email and click on the Delivery icon  on the top
right of the screen and select Email.
Enter your email address in the To box. Add a subject or message as appropriate.
Select Word or PDF format and preferred output option. Click on Send.

Search Language
AND
Use AND to retrieve search terms within the same document
e.g. narcotics and warrant
OR
Use OR to retrieve either search term or both
e.g. drugs or narcotics
!
To retrieve words with variant endings, use the root expander !
e.g. employ! will retrieve employ, employee, employer etc.
“Quotation Marks”
Use quotation marks around your search terms to find an exact phrase
e.g. “fiduciary duty”
/s
This looks for words within the same sentence e.g. dismissal /s constructive will
find dismissal within the same sentence as constructive
/p
This looks for words within the same paragraph e.g. unfair /p dismissal will find
unfair within the same paragraph as dismissal
/n
This finds words or phrases within a certain number of words of each other e.g.
dismissal /5 constructive will look for dismissal within 5 words of constructive
For more information on search operators select Help at the top right of the
screen
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